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The Scientific Citation Index (SCI) provides a valuable source
for identifying the patterns of citation among journals as a
whole and facilitates the examination of citation patterns
between journal pairs. [1] The above listing of the top 200
cited articles in the Journal of Investigative Dermatology
examines the total citation picture from 1955 through 1986. It
provides an appreciation of which papers have been most
cited, and the year and number of maximal citation. When
compared to the total SCI journal listing of total citation
numbers, the JID is particularly strong in papers in the upper
range of 100–200 citations and also in the mid-range of 10–100
citations (see Table I).
Another way to evaluate the relative frequency of citation
for a particular journal is the impact factor, which is a measure
of the frequency with which an ‘‘average article’’ in a journal
has been cited in a particular year. It is basically a ratio of
the citations and citable items published. The median impact
factor for all journals for 1986 was .542, the average for the
SCI was 2.023, and the JID ranked 158th out of 4316 journals
listed in the Journal Citation Reports (JCR) with an impact
factor of 3.735. The JID impact factor has consistently been
the highest among the 20 dermatologic journals listed in the
JCR.
It is also informative to examine the total number of cites
received by the JID, which journals cite the JID, and which
journals are cited by the JID. The median number of cites
received in the SCI per journal in 1986 was 391, the average
number of citations was 2319, and the JID received 8375 cites
in 1986, ranking 154th out of 4316 journals. Table II indicates
the profile of journals citing the JID and those cited by the JID
in 1986. As expected, most of the citations of JID articles were
found in dermatologic journals such as the JID, The Journal of
the American Academy of Dermatology, the British Journal of
Dermatology, the Archives of Dermatologic Research, the
Archives of Dermatology, and the Acta Dermatologica et
Venereologica. The large number of citations from immunol-
ogy and photobiology journals is also not unexpected. It is
interesting that such high-impact journals as Proceedings of
the National Academy of Sciences (USA), the Journal of
Experimental Medicine, the Journal of Cell Biology, and the
Journal of Clinical Investigation also cite JID articles.
The largest number of papers cited in the JID were
predominantly other JID papers or those in the British Journal
of Dermatology, another research journal in dermatology with
a long history of excellence. However, a surprisingly large
number of citations in the JID referred to papers in broadly
based scientific journals like Nature, Science, the Journal of
Cell Biology, Cell, the Proceedings of the National Academy of
Science, and the Journal of Experimental Medicine. There was
also a significant group of citations in highly regarded journals
in biochemistry and immunology. Another group of frequent
citations was found in major clinical research journals such as
the Journal of Clinical Investigation, the New England Journal
of Medicine, Blood and Lancet.
These comparisons confirm the widely held impression of
The Journal of Investigative Dermatology as a major subspeci-
alty journal with a strong impact factor. The Journal focuses
beyond investigative dermatology to cite important work in
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Table I. Comparison of the Journal of Investigative
Dermatology to other SCI Journals in Citation
Frequency (1955–1986)
J Invest Dermatol 1985–1986 SCI
Citation Range Total* (%) Total* (%)
Z300 2 (0.0) 14,290 (0.0)
200–299 8 (0.1) 18,375 (0.1)
100–199 67 (0.6) 93,679 (0.3)
50–99 270 (2.4) 293,646 (1.0)
25–49 883 (7.8) 720,676 (2.5)
10–24 1,812 (16.1) 2,001,691 (6.9)
1–9 8,306 (73.7) 25,853,454 (89.2)
Total 11,271 (100.0) 28,995,811 (100.0)
*Number of papers in each citation range.
molecular and cellular biology, biochemistry, immunology,
and clinical investigation. By impact and objective measure-
ment, it is the premier journal in the field of cutaneous biology.
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Table II. A Profile of Citing and Cited Journal Listings for The Journal of Investigative Dermatology for 1986*
Journal Citing the J Invest Dermatol Journal Cited by the J Invest Dermatol
Impact Factor Journal Number of Citations Impact Factor Journal Number of Citations
3.73 J Invest Dermatol 1119 3.73 J Invest Dermatol 1119
1.84 J Am Acad Dermatol 385 1.95 Br J Dermatol 271
1.95 Br J Dermatol 367 6.19 J Immunol 233
1.13 Arch Dermatol Res 325 9.16 Proc Natl Acad Sci USA 226
.70 Acta Derm Venereol 234 6.31 J Biol Chem 187
1.78 Arch Dermatol 228 15.25 Nature 170
6.19 J Immunol 158 8.80 J Cell Biol 144
.62 Int J Dermatol 149 1.78 Arch Dermatol 125
Photodermatol 125 4.05 Cancer Res 125
.34 Ann Dermatol Venereol 105 10.92 J Exp Med 122
.70 Clin Exp Dermatol 102 1.13 Arch Dermatol Res 120
2.41 Photochem Photobiol 96 12.43 Science 110
4.05 Cancer Res 89 2.73 Biochim Biophys Acta 95
.54 Dermatologica 89 20.09 Cell 88
.67 Immunol Invest 79 .70 Acta Derm Venereol 83
.39 Hautarzt 78 6.74 J Clin Invest 82
2.36 Hum Pathol 65 12.85 Lancet 63
.46 Pathol Biol 63 2.41 Photochem Photobiol 63
2.73 Biochim Biophys Acta 57 17.75 N Engl J Med 57
.37 J Soc Cosmet Chem 56 2.49 Exp Cell Res 55
.50 J Cutan Pathol 55 1.84 J Am Acad Dermatol 54
.78 Contact Dermatitis 53 3.78 Biochem Biophys Res Comm 52
.69 Am J Dermatopathol 52 4.23 Biochem J 47
8.80 J Cell Biol 52 2.46 Anal Biochem 46
3.02 J Leukocyte Biol 51 4.01 J Histochem Cytochem 46
1.10 J Oral Pathol 50 3.82 Biochemistry US 43
9.16 Proc Natl Acad Sci USA 40 2.64 J Natl Cancer I 40
6.74 J Clin Invest 32 2.67 Clin Exp Immunol 38
10.92 J Exp Med 29 3.29 J Lipid Res 37
12.85 Lancet 29 6.25 Lab Invest 35
6.25 Lab Invest 28 31.62 Ann Rev Biochem 21
6.92 Immunology Today 24 3.74 Arthritis Rheum 19
3.78 Biochim Biophys Res Comm 19 8.92 Immunol Rev 19
6.31 J Biol Chem 18 6.22 Blood 16
4.23 Biochem J 16 6.59 J Mol Biol 13
8.70 Ann Int Med 15 8.13 EMBOJ 10
TOTAL TIMES CITED 8375 TOTAL CITINGS 6664
*Information provided by the Institute for Scientific Information, 3501 Market Street, Philadelphia, PA 19104
148S NORRIS THE JOURNAL OF INVESTIGATIVE DERMATOLOGY
